Aichi Prefectural University of Fine Arts campus and its natural
environment
Junzo Yoshimura (1908-1997), an architect who designed several buildings in
the U.S. such as the Japan Society Headquarters building in NYC, Shofuso in
Philadelphia that was originally built in the garden of the old Museum of Modern
Art (MOMA), a Nelson Rockefeller residence in Pocantico Hills, etc.
The campus buildings of the University, which is also called Aichi-Geidai, were
built from 1965 to 1974. It was the first fine arts school founded in Aichi
Prefecture. Junzo Yoshimura (and his associates at Tokyo University of Fine Arts
where he was a professor) designed the group of buildings after discussions with
the then Governor of Aichi Prefecture and the chancellor of Tokyo University of
Fine Arts. The design incorporates their ideas about art and music education. All
the buildings on campus were laid out respecting the school's educational
concept but also to least disturb the ground's contours to save its natural
environment. The campus buildings are considered a major work of Junzo
Yoshimura and therefore they are important examples of modern Japanese
architecture. They have been recognized by DOCOMOMO Japan.
After long neglect the campus badly needs refurbishing.
However the present school administration does not value the buildings nor their
environment where very rare and important endangered plants and small animals
abound. They plan to construct a very large music building on an ecologically
problematic site. Despite a lot of public protest they have already begun
demolishing some buildings. The proposed new building is to be the first in their
big campus renewal plan. They submitted this plan to the Aichi Prefecture in
March 2008 and later in April 2009 a scale model was found on display in the
school's administrative building. Thus we learned about the new renovation plan.
Now both the Aichi Government and the school deny its existence.
Representing the Junzo Yoshimura Memorial Gallery, a small organization to
show his work and philosophy in Tokyo, I submitted a petition with more than
6000 signatures along with petition letters in February to the governor of Aichi
Prefecture who oversees the administration of the school. Some newspapers
have printed articles about the dubious and secretive procedure the school had
been taking for the renovation of the campus.
When the campus renewal plan was revealed publicly, about two years ago, the
layout of the campus was so drastically changed that the present campus was
hardly recognizable any more. Many people were shocked and voiced their
protests. We then asked for petition signatures and many people
responded.Then the renovation plan and the scale model were withdrawn from

the public eye and the Aichi Prefecture would not admit the plan's existence up
till now.
A member of the Aichi assembly has begun an inquiry and asked the assembly
to reconsider the plan. In spite of this inquiry and our petition, two buildings are
now in the process of demolition. (Those two buildings are not even on the
planned site of the new music building.) At the next prefectural assembly in June,
the budget for the new music building's construction will be discussed for the last
time. It is very likely the budget will be approved. I am very alarmed and seriously
concerned that this unique campus and its precious environment are in great
danger and may disappear. I decided to write to you and tell you what is
happening to the campus of Aichi Prefectural University of Fine Arts (AichiGeidai). I hope your close attention will help to enhance our appeal and will
convince those who are responsible that this endangered campus is very
precious not just for Japan but in a world-wide context. I hope you would agree.
Takako Yoshimura, daughter of Junzo Yoshimura, Junzo Yoshimura Memorial
Gallery

